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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE-

Hi Everyone,
First I would like to thank Jay for his slide show.....made me want to hitch a ride on their next trip! And to also thank
Matt and Barb and Talma for their contributions. And Talma, thanks so much for the Pebble Pup specimens....it was
really special getting specimens that you all actually collected yourselves!

Our June meeting will be our annual picnic Sunday June 10 at Whispering Pines Park on Pacific St.
There is a $4.00 fee to help cover the BBQ and drinks provided by the club.  The members will provide the side dishes
and desserts. Remember to bring your own eating utensils and an auction item to share. I look forward to seeing you
there! The auction is always fun and the food is always great! The proceeds from our auction will contribute to our
education programs and scholarship programs.

Our next regular meeting will be Friday July 13, 2012.  See you Sunday, June 10 at our picnic!

Susie Harlow, President
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

CVGMS BOARD MEETING:  May 18, 2012
 
Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by President Susie Harlow.
 
Present:    Susie Harlow, Margaret Chan, Pearl Chan, Talma Taormina, Matt and Barb Biewer, Jay House, Adrienne
Pimentel, and  Janis Rovetti.  
Membership:  Jay reports there are no new members (in May.-Ed.). 
Treasurer’s Report:   Pearl gave the treasurer’s report.  It was M/S/P to pay the current bills.
Correspondence:   Matt received 2 dealer checks.
Sunshine Report:   Karin Salomon is recuperating from a fractured arm.  We wish you a speedy recovery Karin! 
Scholarship Report:  Talma and Jay did a presentation at Forest Grove School today and  had  85 kids. 
Field Trip:  There will be a rock workshop this weekend at the Biewer's on May 19 and 20th.  Bring your own lunch!  
May Program:   Matt, Barb, Talma, and Jay are giving a slide show on their October rock hounding field trip.  
June Program:   Our annual picnic at Whispering Pines on Sunday, June 10, 2012.  We will do our normal BBQ and
bring items to auction off.  We decided to make it less of  a "White Elephant" auction and to bring nicer stuff.  
July Program:  Jimmy Martinez will do a presentation on his Native American ancestry.
The meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is Friday, July 13, 2012.   

Janis Rovetti, Recording Secretary

(Editor’s note: Great job, Talma & Jay...)

MEMBERSHIP NOTES   by Jay House, Membership Chairman 

Please welcome new members Mahir & Lisa Agha, and their 2 pebble pups, Kaden & Jasmine, who joined this past
April.  (Ed.: if any CVGMS member would like to add new member’s contact information to their address book please
email Jay at JayRockHouse@aol.com. for the information.  Members only, though- please!)
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MAY CLUB WORKSHOP   by Martha Saylor

WORK WEEKEND AT THE BIEWERS, MAY 19-20

Saturday was sunny day but cool; Sunday was somewhat warmer. 
About 13 participants each day made for a busy, well attended
weekend.  Rough stone chunks, which made up the “club rockpile”
were on shelves outside.  There were also many rough cut slab
pieces, from many different types of rock, laid out on the main
central table in the “bunker”, available to all for making into
cabochons.  Just as welcome was a generous assortment of coffee
cake, cookies, and later, fresh pineapple and strawberries, supplied
by Barbara and visitors.

Included in the equipment available and put to much use were 5
Genies & Titans (6 grinding wheels each), a trim saw, two outside
slab saws, and in a separate room, a really big slab saw.  Many
thanks to Jeff Bubbenmoyer and Jay House for the loan of their
rock saws and grinding equipment setups, to add to the weekend
tool count.

Attending both days
were Mike Cole and
Carolyn Schwartz, the
Saylors, Mary Jane
Stephens, Jay, and of
course, our hosts, the
Biewers.  The Hamilton
family worked on
Saturday, and the Franco
family on Sunday.  Bob
Waibel worked on
abalone, and shared
some of his abalone 
shell pieces.  Rich
worked on his turquoise
project and some jade
pieces.  

A lot of work was done
on cabochons, including
Mary Jane, who made a
lot of them!  She had a
large slab of beautiful

rusty colors in a layered pattern, as well as a whole bunch of
“double-sided” examples.  Martha made 3 cabs from some imperial
rhodonite, one oval and 2 irregular.  Mike Cole made a very pretty
heart-shaped cab.  Carolyn made a whole bunch of larger wedge-
shaped cabs.  

Outside the “bunker”, Barbara gave tours of her new greenhouse
with raised planting beds.  Carrots, zucchini and sunflowers among others are coming along great.  And, thanks again to
Matt and Jay- as well as others- for supporting members’ projects with their advice and suggestions. 

Elspeth works on the Genie...

Mary Jane does some trimming...very, very
messy...

Choosing a nice slab...
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UPCOMING STUFF...
Agate Jewelry Carving Classes 

CVGMS is offering two stone carving classes on

Saturday August 11 and Sunday August 12. 

The classes will be taught by Dick Friesen, a

professional stone carver and will be held  from

9 in the morning to 4 in the afternoon. Learn to

carve agate stone jewelry as shown in the

attached photo. The class covers all the steps

necessary to take a carving from a rough stone

to a finished piece. Each student will have their

own carving workstation as shown in the photos.

Everything is supplied except for an Optovisor. Unfinished stones are

provided or bring

your own favorite

crystal or agate to

carve into a piece of

jewelry. 

Space is limited to

six students per day

with a group rate of

$50 per student. If

space is available

members from other Gem and Mineral Clubs are invited to apply.

Please bring your own lunch.  The classes will be held at the Biewer residence in Carmel Valley; contact

Matt Biewer at (831) 659-4156 or email mattbiewer@aol.com by July 13 to reserve a space, and for driving

directions, if needed.

Federation Report by Karin Salomon  

Karin reports that the 2012 Federation Show will be held in Riverside from July 13 to 15, 2012.  For
further info please go to cfmsinc.org. 

Other stuff...

There’s an interesting video about benitoite mines on youtube; here’s the link.  Our thanks to Karin S.
for passing this on!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=masePev8oB0&feature=youtu.be
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JOINED TURQUOISE      by Rich Saylor

Like so many others, I really like turquoise.  As an amateur silversmith, it’s
a very rewarding stone to work with which everyone recognizes.  Although
there are many ways to incorporate turquoise into a fashioned work of art,
my preferred type of jewelry (for men, anyway) is the bola tie; together with
the traditional style of Southwestern native American silversmithing, it truly
is a uniquely American art form.   Whether crafted from small pieces (as in
Zuni work) or the larger, mostly freeform style of stones found in traditional
Navajo work, a nearly infinite variety of designs are possible, not to mention
more current, non-traditional ways of incorporating turquoise into one’s
designs.  All that remains is to have a supply of workable turquoise!  And
therein is the problem... of course if one chooses to use smaller stones, or
even needlepoint (Zuni) style, there’s plenty of available turquoise, often at
reasonable prices, if one shops around.  What isn’t so readily available are
the larger stones, such as would be appropriate for a belt buckle, a large
bola, or similar work.  And, even if one should be fortunate enough to find
such pieces, the prices are becoming prohibitive, especially considering the
demand for such larger stones, and the resulting prices for well-crafted
works that use them.  So, what can one do?  All is not lost!   This article will demonstrate a way of crafting- that’s right,
crafting- suitably sized stones that the typically “underfunded” artist working on a budget may use.  So, here goes:

MATERIALS REQUIRED: several pieces of matched turquoise, paper tape, a soft pencil (like #2), an exacto knife,
epoxy glue, toothpicks (to mix & apply the epoxy), a hammer and steel or flat iron surface, paper towels, and if
available, a mortar & pestle.  TOOLS: A lapidary saw such as a “ring saw”, originally meant for cutting art glass but
now frequently employed in lapidary work.  Smaller ones, suitable for lapidary work, typically cost from around $300 ~
$500.  The ring blades are a 5 3/4" or 7" circle of diamond coated 3/32" (+/-) steel rod, which run in a shallow water
bath, so it’s necessary to have a supply of paper towels or whatever to dry the stones after cutting.  The advantage of the
ring saw is that unlike flat-bladed band saws, the material can be fed into the round blade from any direction, enabling
very tight radius cuts, important for this process.  If such a saw is not available a diamond coated wire blade handsaw
may be used, which of course will require a lot more effort.  There are several steps to this process, as follows:

1.  The turquoise (or similar stone) should have the following
characteristics: The pieces should be of very similar color, but
preferably not too even a color, as might be found in an artificial or
dyed stone.  The pieces should have an integral matrix, but not of an
even, distinct pattern, but instead having a certain randomness. 
Lastly, the pieces must be cut or ground into flat “slabs” that will be
joined together along irregular lines that mimic natural matrix lines,
and so each piece should be selected to be fitted in such a manner
with the other pieces.  There is no particular limit to the number of
pieces to be joined, but the more pieces, the more time & effort to
join them, of course.

2. Begin by grinding or cutting the backside of each piece flat, then
grind the upper side more or less flat to produce a slab about 1/4"
thick, if possible.  It is important that all pieces are of about the same
thickness, so that the color and matrix of each piece can be matched
for join lines.  When done, arrange each piece to provisionally fit together without voids, and following natural
matrix lines at each join line as much as possible.  Never cut straight lines!

3.  Cut the first stone to match the adjacent piece along matrix lines where they exist.  When glued together, the
new joint line will seem to be a matrix line, so select the match keeping this in mind.  When the first stone is
cut, mark the second stone with a soft lead pencil (never an ink pen, which would ruin the stone) and cut to fit
the first stone.   To make an even closer fit, both stones can be attached to a piece of wide blue tape, then a
round bladed diamond saw can follow the new match lines to remove projections in each cut to allow a closer
fit.  However, don’t try to make the joint a perfect match, as too even a joint will seem unnatural.

A total of eight pieces joined together.
 2 1/4" overall

Select pieces for color, matrix pattern
match that will fit well
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4. Using scrap turquoise from the cuts, select mostly darker matrix
material, dry the bits, and using the hammer & anvil, and mortar &
pestle if you have one, make a very fine powder.    Place the turquoise
on a flat surface that can be removed when the glue is set (paper,
plastic sheet, or whatever) and mix some epoxy, together with some of
the powdered matrix, to a thick paste.  Coat the joint edges with the
epoxy paste and fit the stones together.  Fill any voids; excess epoxy
will be ground off later.  Make sure both stones are held flat on the
bottom sides, & the joints held together tightly until the glue is set.

5. Repeat the process until all
stones are glued together. 
Make only one joint at a
time.    When the pieces are
all glued, clean off excess
glue from the back, make
sure that the backside is flat,
then glue the composite
stone to a base, such as
basenite, thin obsidian or
agate, or similar thin cut,
very rigid material, to form a
doublet.  When this is done,
remove excess base material
around the edges, and grind

 the upper side of the joined stone  evenly flat.  If there are any objectionable
voids, they can be filled in with more epoxy/matrix material, then the excess
ground off.

6. The final outline of the stone can now be cut.  The stone can be either
left flat, or ground to a shallow convex as would be a cabochon, then
polished.   Although cementing rocks or stone together has been done

for most likely hundreds or perhaps even
thousands of years, I believe that this is a fairly
new twist on making one stone (so to speak) of many.

Although the finished joined piece will appear
to be a single, natural stone, I suggest that
joined pieces be marked or stamped with an
identifying mark, such as “3J”, in the case of
this example.  This indicates that 3 pieces
have been joined together, to avoid confusing
the finished stone with similar appearing
natural pieces of turquoise, which normally
command a much higher price, due to their
rarity.  In any event, the use of a loupe to
carefully inspect the matrix lines ought to
easily reveal what was done (the use of an
epoxy mix cannot be completely disguised, if
one looks carefully); but to stamp the work as
I’ve outlined will clarify the issue.   

Have fun!

Matching the first 2 pieces

Matching the 3  piece on the right, afterrd

the first 2 are glued together

All 3 pieces are now glued together
with matrix-bearing epoxy base, ready

to glue to a thin base & grind flat

The joined turquoise is glued 
to a thin base as a doublet, for 

strength & stability

The finished piece, ground flat &
polished, ready for final outline shaping

& setting.  About 2" overall.
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THE 2012 SANTA CRUZ SHOW   - Rich Saylor

This past April, our good friends in the Santa Cruz Gem & Mineral Club put on their annual show in
the Municipal Auditorium in downtown Santa Cruz.  Lots of stuff to see, as always. Admission was
$4.  They also had a “snack bar” although in my opinion not so bountiful as ours in September... 

Large tile mural above entrance

In the hall 6



GOT NECKLACES?

Turquoise...

Beach jade
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Displays & dealers

A large jade carving
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(sorry, guys!).  Limited
food prep space, I
suppose...  Some very nice
club displays, but again
that’s one place where we
seem to shine, no discredit
to the other local clubs,
tho!  The main “Hall” is
also a gymnasium, when
needed... more dealers
were on an upper level-
the “stage area”- accessed
by a somewhat rickety
temporary stair/handrail
setup... some of the
dealers were very familiar
to our club, others not so
much; our more limited
dealer space accounts for
this.   One of the jade
dealers had some really
interesting stuff, which I

found too tempting to resist!  Both Martha &
Elspeth also yielded to temptation, as well.  And,
why not???  Some of our guys were in attendance;
Susie Harlow had her usual stunning display of
benitoite, fast becoming a regular on the show
circuit, from NorCal to Tucson, who knows where
it’ll all end...

As for myself, I keep hoping to find someone’s
“cache” of “less-loved” turquoise I can afford, that
lends itself to being made up into whatever I can
dream up.  There were some nice finished pieces on
display for sale, as well as excellent member
displays, but that wasn’t really what I was looking
for.  Maybe next time!  

Well, all in all, a nice show.  It’s the differences in
our various shows that makes them interesting,
after all; no two quite alike!

*

                                                       Pretty, inexpensive, made in India (or wherever...)

Just lookin’...
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Only club and Federation shows in California (CA) , & selected nearby  shows in Oregon (OR), Nevada (NV)
Washington State (WA) & Arizona (AZ) are listed, due to space limitations.  For more information  & other out-of-state 

listings, please go to: rockngem.com/showdates or cfmsinc.org   PLEASE NOTE THAT COMMERCIAL (non-club)

GEMSTONE/JEWELRY/BEADING SHOWS such as Gemfaire, Crystalfair, Martin Zinn Expositions, and others are
not listed, BUT CAN BE FOUND AT THE ABOVE WEBSITES.  Please confirm all show dates- Ed.

June 2012

1-3—WOODLAND HILLS, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; RockAtomics Gem & Mineral Society; Pierce College Farm;
20800 Victory Blvd.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; free admission; tailgating, dealers, gems, minerals, rocks, jewelry,
beads; contact William Rucker, 21708 Arminta St., Canoga Park, CA 91304, (818) 428-7834; e-mail:
rockhound@rockatomics.com; Web site: rockhound@rockatomics.com

16-17—GLENDORA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Glendora GEMS; Goddard Middle School; 859 E. Sierra Madre;
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission; contact Bonnie Bidwell, 1010 E. Mountain View, Glendora, CA 91741, (626)
963-4638; e-mail: Ybidwell2@aol.com
16-17—NEWPORT, OREGON: 49th annual show, ; Oregon Coast Agate Club; Yaquina View Elementary School;
Multipurpose Room, 351 SE Harney St., just off Hwy. 20, turn south at the light; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4:30; adults $2,
students $1; dealers, demonstrators, displays, door prizes; contact K. Myers, PO Box 293, Newport, OR 97365, (541)
265-2514 
21-24—PRINEVILLE, OREGON: Annual show; Prineville Rock Club; Crook County Fairgrounds; S. Main St.; Thu.
9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; daily field trips, Sat. auction; contact Rebecca Buss, PO Box 200, Culver,
OR 97734, (541) 546-9473; e-mail: genebabe47@yahoo.com

July 2012

4-8—SISTERS, OREGON: Annual show; Wayne & Jean Miller; Sisters Elementary School; 611 E. Cascade; Daily 9-6, Sun.
9-4; free admission; contact Jean Miller, PO Box 136, 702 E. 5th, Molalla, OR 97038, (503) 829-2680; e-mail:
shadow92337@molalla.net; Web site: ogmshows.com
13-15—RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show, CFMS show; CFMS, Valley Prospectors; Riverside Municipal
Auditorium; 3485 Mission Inn Ave.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $5, seniors $4, students (12-17) $3, children
(under 12) free; dealers, demonstrators, gold panning, exhibits; contact Pat LaRue, PO Box 1657, Rialto, CA 92377, (909)
874-5664; e-mail: bplarue@earthlink.net; Web site: www.cfmsinc.org
20-22—REEDSPORT, OREGON: Annual show; Lower Umpqua Gem & Lapidary; Reedsport Community Bldg.; 451
Winchester Ave.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission; "Treasures from the Earth", dealers, jewelry, gems,
minerals, demonstrators, cabochoning, wire wrapping, glass bead making, gem and mineral displays, door prizes, silent
auctions, raffle, kids’ activities, “turn me over rocks”, ball toss, thunder egg cutting; contact Bill or Virginia Hendrickson,
(541) 271-6816
21-22—FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA: Retail show; Sharon Szymanski; Radisson Woodlands Hotel; 1175 W. Rte. 66; Sat.
10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, children (under 12) free with adult; dealers, fine and costume jewelry, sterling silver and gold,
minerals, rocks, slabs, cabochons, crystals, beads, unset gemstones, wire wrapping on the premises; contact Sharon
Szymanski, 1792 E. Laddoos Ave., San Tan Valley, AZ 85140, (480) 215-9101; e-mail: goldcanyon2@yahoo.com

August 2012

3-5—PRESCOTT, ARIZONA: Annual show; Prescott Gem & Mineral Club; Embry Riddle Aeronautical University
Activity Center; 3700 Willow Creek Rd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $2, children (12 and under) free; rocks, gems,
jewelry, fossils, beads, slabs, cabochons, lapidary tools, raffle, kids' Mineral Mine and spinning wheel, displays, dealers,
special "Pebble Pups" display; contact Judy Sullins, PO Box 3923, Chino Valley, AZ 86323, (928) 445-1117; e-mail:
sullinsjs@cableone.net; Web site: www.prescottgemmineral.org

11-12—LAKEVIEW, OREGON: Annual show; Tallman Rock Chippers; Lake County Fairgrounds; 1900 N. 4th; Sat. 10-
5, Sun. 10-4; free admission; dealers, demonstrations, kids' activities, silent auction, field trips; contact LeRoy Johnson,
(541) 947-4267; e-mail: lostmymarblesor@yahoo.com

September 2012
2-8-CAMP PARADISE, near Marysville, CA: Week 1; classes in lapidary, silversmithing, lost wax & casting, wire art,
copper enameling, lampwork bead making & beading, PMC3 clay, dichroic glass.  $375 per person, each week.  Fee
includes classes, accommodations, food, some materials (certain classes require special materials, extra fee charged,
please inquire).  Call Marion Roberts (1505 PlumasAve., Modesto, CA 95358, 209-538-0197, mvroberts@bigvalley.net) for
more information;   website: CFMSINC.ORG, for information & registration application.   NOTE: EARLY
REGISTRATION ADVISABLE, class space & accommodations limited.

9-15- CAMP PARADISE, near Marysville, CA: Week 2; as for Week 1. $375 per person per week.  Same classes.
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